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EXDIS MILITARY ADDEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 001955 SENT JAKARTA TRIPOLI 
CARACAS LAGOS ALGIERS 5 JANUARY. 

QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 001955 

EXDIS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 001955 SENT ACTION JIDDA INEO ABU DHABI, 
AMMAN, MANAMA, BEIRUT, CAIRO, DOHA, KUWAIT, MUSCAT & TEHRAN 
DATED 05 JANUARY 1975: 
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TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, SA, US 

SUBJECT: SAUDI CONCERN OVER BUSINESS WEEK INTERVIEW 

REE: JIDDA 32 

1 . YOU SHOULD ASSURE THAT SAG HAS TRANSLATION OE BUSINESS 
WEEK INTERVIEW SO THAT THEY MAY UNDERSTAND CONTEXT IN 
WHICH POSSIBILITY OP MILITARY ACTION CAME UP. 

2. YOU SHOULD POINT OUT THAT QUESTION AROSE WITH SPECIFIC 
RELATION TO OIL PRICES. THE SECRETARY MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
WE DID NOT CONSIDER MILITARY ACTION TO BE AN APPROPRIATE 
RESPONSE TO THE PROBLEM ON OIL PRICES. IN COMMENTING TO 
PRESS ON JAN 3, SECRETARY EXPLICITLY 

RULED OUT POSSIBILITY 

OF USE OF FORCE OVER PRICES, AS TROUBLESOME AS THEY ARE. 

3. THE POSSIBILITY OF MILITARY ACTION WAS 

ADDRESSED BY SECRETARY IN BUSINESS WEEK INTERVIEW AS A 
HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION IN THE EVENT THERE SHOULD BE SOME 
DELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO STRANGLE THE INDUSTRIALIZED WORLD. 
IN SUCH A HYPOTHETICAL SITUATION, HE SAID, THE USE OF 
FORCE WOULD BE CONSIDERED ONLY IN THE GRAVEST EMERGENCY. 

4. IN COMMENTS TO PRESS ON JAN 3, THE SECRETARY MADE IT 
CLEAR HE DID NOT CONSIDER THE PRESENT SITUATION TO BE 

ONE OF SUCH GRAVEST EMERGENCY, AND SAID HE DID NOT FORESEE 
SUCH A SITUATION ARISING. 

5. YOU SHOULD ALSO NOTE, THAT, IN ANY EVENT, THERE WAS NO 
REPERENCE BY THE SECRETARY TO ANY POSSIBLE INVASION OP 
SAUDI ARABIA. THIS IS NOT REPEAT NOT A POSSIBILITY 
WHICH IS BEFORE US. 

6. PINALLY, YOU SHOULD NOTE THAT, IN THE BUSINESS WEEK 
INTERVIEW, THE SECRETARY SPECIFICALLY REFERRED TO THE 
IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING THE RELATIONSHIP OF FRIEND- 
SHIP BETWEEN SAUDI ARABIA AND THE US. 
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